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Children's Liturgy of the Word 

Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Overview 
Jesus's disciples often misunderstand situations and go in the wrong direction, so 

Jesus has to guide them back. This reflects the struggles that Mark's community 

and our own were facing. Mark encourages his audience to follow Jesus' example.  

The letter to the Hebrews explores the nature of Jesus as our Saviour. Instead of 

being a High Priest in the old sense, Jesus became fully human and experienced 

the same temptations as us, yet he did not sin. Jesus is now our advocate, and we 

can turn to him in need. In the Gospel, Jesus is asked about power and authority. 

When James and John ask to sit at his right and left in his kingdom, Jesus explains 

that it's not up to him to decide positions in God's kingdom. He emphasizes that 

those seeking power should serve others and those seeking first place should be 

servants. 

Remember to focus on following the example of Jesus, who lived as a servant and 

sacrificed his life for others. He did not seek position, power, or status. Instead, he 

showed us the challenge of being a servant to others. 

Leaders Reflections Questions: 

† What do you want Jesus to do for you?  

† How can you serve those closest to you? 
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Background 
Isaiah 53:10-11 The reading summarizes the "Suffering Servant Song" in Isaiah. It 

presents two opposite appraisals of the servant and his suffering, with the 

narrator initially describing an innocent victim and God's voice presenting the 

victim as "my servant" who will prosper and be exalted. The song highlights the 

servant's faithfulness through suffering and has been seen as a description of 

Jesus' suffering and God's vindication of him. 

Psalm 33 is a song of praise that begins by honouring God's Word and recognizing 

His justice expressed in kindness. It also highlights God's loving gaze and proclaims 

faith in Him as our only source of safety. 

Hebrews 4:14-16 The verses from the Letter to the Hebrews introduce key themes 

that the author will explore further, particularly the image of Christ as the merciful 

High Priest. The Jewish high priest's role was to enter the Holy of Holies on the 

Day of Atonement with sacrifices for the people, symbolizing God's purifying 

presence. This alludes to Jesus' exaltation, where belief in him leads to salvation 

from sin. The emphasis on Jesus as the Son of God highlights divine compassion; 

he sympathizes with humanity and offers mercy and grace in times of need. 

Mark 10:35-45 we heard Jesus promise rewards and persecution to his followers 

last week. This week, two disciples, James and John, sought greater rewards 

without acknowledging suffering. Jesus pointedly replied, "You do not know what 

you are asking." He had just predicted his passion again, highlighting the disciples' 

misunderstanding. Jesus described his sacrifice as a cup and baptism, reminding 

the community of their sacramental meaning. He contrasted worldly power with 

divine power, emphasizing that true greatness lies in loving service. Like the rich 

man from last week, the disciples failed to grasp that true security and power 

come from trust in God, not wealth or influence, which cannot escape death. 
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The Liturgy 

Procession from the main Church 
After the opening prayer, when all are seated, the leaders come forward and stand facing the altar. 

Priest: (in these or similar words) 

When most of the children have formed a procession, the leader with the book proceeds to the place of the 

celebration. The second leader usually walks behind the children. Upon arrival at the location of the celebration, 

the leader places the book on the prepared table.  

Dear children, Jesus gave his life in service. When we follow Jesus, we choose to 

serve others. Go in peace.  

Welcome. 
The leaders assist the children in sitting and preparing. Begin with the Sign of the Cross. Help the children think 

and connect their actions as they touch their foreheads, shoulders, and stomachs. The leader may say the following 

prayer in these or similar words. 

O God, 

Come, Holy Spirit, fill us with your presence. 

Amen. 

Invite the children to listen to the readings. Proclaiming all the readings is unnecessary; however, the Gospel is 

required. 
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First Reading 

A reading from the Book of the prophet Isaiah 

The first reading may not be easily understood by children, so it is appropriate 

to omit it from this week's CLoW. If you decide to do so, insert the Responsorial 

Psalm after the Second Reading and before the Gospel. 

The servant of the Lord has borne our infirmities 

and carried our diseases; 

yet we accounted him stricken, 

struck down by God and afflicted. 

It was the will of the Lord to crush him with pain. 

 

When you make his life an offering for sin, 

he shall see his offspring and shall prolong his days;  

through him, the will of the Lord shall prosper. 

Out of his anguish, he shall see the light; 

he shall find satisfaction through his knowledge. 

The righteous one, my servant,  

shall make many righteous,  

and he shall bear their iniquities. 

A period of silence is observed after the reading. 

The word of the Lord. 

Children: Thanks be to God. 

A period of silence is observed after the reading.  
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Responsorial Psalm 

R. Lord, we place our trust in you. 

The Lord is truthful;  

he can be trusted.  

He loves justice and fairness   

 and is kind to everyone everywhere on earth. R  

 

We depend on you, Lord,  

to help and protect us.  

Be kind and bless us!   

We depend on you. R   
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Second Reading 

A reading from a letter to the Hebrews. 

Brothers and sisters:  

We have a great high priest who has entered heaven: Jesus, the Son of 

God. That is why we must hold on to what we have said about him.  

Jesus understands every weakness of ours because he was tempted in 

every way we are. But he did not sin.  

So whenever we are in need, we should come bravely before the throne 

of our merciful God. There, we will be treated with undeserved kindness 

and find help. 

A period of silence is observed after the reading. 

The word of the Lord. 

Children: Thanks be to God. 

A period of silence is observed after the reading. 
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Gospel 
The children stand for the Gospel. They sign themselves on the forehead, lips, and chest.  

✠ A reading from the holy Gospel, according to Mark. 

James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came to Jesus and asked, "Teacher, 

will you do us a favour?"  

Jesus asked them what they wanted, and they answered, "When you 

come into your glory, please let one of us sit on your right side and the 

other on your left."  

Jesus told them, "You don't know what you are asking! Can you drink from 

the cup I must soon drink from or be baptized as I must be baptized?"  

"Yes, we are!" James and John answered.  

Jesus replied, 'You certainly will drink from the cup I must drink. And you 

will be baptized just as I must! But it is not for me to say who will sit at my 

right and left sides. That is for God to decide."  

When the other ten disciples heard this, they were angry with James and 

John. But Jesus called the disciples together and said:  

"You know that those foreigners who call themselves kings like to order 

people around. And their great leaders have full power over the people 

they rule. But don't act like them. To be great, you must be the servant of 

all the others. And if you want to be first, you must be everyone's servant. 

The Son of Man did not come to be a master, but a servant who will give 

his life to rescue many people."  

At the end of the Gospel, the Minister of the Word proclaims, "The Gospel of the Lord." 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Children: Glory to you, O Lord. 
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Reflection 
The leader may offer this reflection in these or similar words. Remember the amount of time available to return to 
the main assembly. The leader may wish to reduce the number of questions. An excellent place to begin is the 
question:  

What did you hear?  

In the Gospel, the Apostles were concerned that they would be greatly honoured the way they 

believed Jesus would be honoured. But Jesus was always far more concerned about his Apostles 

living holy and humble lives than having great honours bestowed on them. When James and 

John asked Jesus if one could be on Jesus' right and the other on his left, Jesus told them plainly 

that they did not know what they requested of him. He asked them if they were ready to do 

some things that Jesus would have to do. James and John answered, "Yes," and Jesus further 

explained that while they might do some of the difficult and challenging tasks that Jesus would 

do, only God would decide who sat near Jesus in heaven. He said that greatness doesn't come 

from power but from being an unpreten­tious helper to others. Jesus clarified that he did not 

come to the world to have power over others but to help them, even to the point of giving his 

life to save others. This idea was a new concept to the Apostles. They understood that a king, 

Caesar, had the most power and authority. Everybody obeyed him, and he had many people 

serving him. 

Does that definition of who is a king apply today?  

So, by that definition, if Jesus became king, then James and John wanted to share in that power, 

as did the other disciples. It must have been startling to hear that following Jesus did not mean 

gaining political and social power.  

Would you want to be ruled by someone bossy and demanding 

Would you want someone who cared for you so much that they would be willing to love and 

help you?  

The job of Jesus' followers isn't to show off power but to show people God's love through our 

actions. Our job is to imitate God's love so that others can learn about who Christians are 

through the good things we do, how well we behave, and the good things we say.  

Whom in your family can you help with a good attitude?  

Who among your friends needs you to show some extra kindness?   

Following the reflection, the prayer leader invites everyone to stand to profess their faith. Recite the Creed or 
use the sample below to ask the children to respond.  
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The Creed 
Depending on the time, a simple profession of faith may be made (see below). 

Leader: Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven 

and earth? 

All: I believe. 

Leader: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, who gave his life for 

us? 

All:  I believe. 

Leader: Do you believe in the Holy Spirit who lives in our hearts and 

gives us everlasting life? 

All:  I believe. 

Leader: This is our faith. This is the faith of the Church. We are proud to 

profess it. 
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Prayer of the Faithful 
Leaders may begin the intercessions by announcing the needs they know. The leader may need to repeat and 
paraphrase the petition and conclude it with the cue for the response: we pray. All respond to each petition by 
saying, "Lord, hear our prayer." Sample intercessions are below. 

Leader: Let us pray to our God for our needs. R. Lord, hear our prayer. 

Lector: For leaders in the Church. 

Let us pray to the Lord. R. 

Lector: For our family, we serve one another.  

Let us pray to the Lord. R. 

Lector: For the sick. Let us pray to the Lord R. 

Lector: For the dead. Let us pray to the Lord. R. 

The leader may invite other intercessions from the children. 

Leader:  God, you care for your people. Hear our prayers to you through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord. 

All: Amen.  
 

Ask the children to return to the main assembly. Ask them to return quietly and think 

about what they have heard and are now doing. Be mindful of children having 

difficulty finding their families. 
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Did You Know? 

Liturgical Environment 

Creating a liturgical environment helps children carry the deep reverence they feel 

for the church's sacred space into their CLoW space. Careful attention must be 

given to the liturgical environment, which should be arranged and decorated as a 

liturgical space, not a classroom or play space.  

Try to decorate the space so that it feels continuous with the liturgical 

environment of the space where the main assembly is worshiping. The prayer 

table, lectern cloths, and banners should show colours appropriate to the liturgical 

time. You may also use symbols to reinforce different times of the liturgical year. 

For example, you may use an Advent wreath during Advent.  

If you use a classroom, rearrange the chairs and move desks out of the way. 

Remember to consider the space about the movement associated with the 

celebration so that you and the children can participate in the procession and the 

proclamation of the Word with ease and grace. Put away any toys or games, and 

do your best to remove or cover any distracting posters or displays temporarily. 

Create a space where the lectionary, candle, and other liturgical symbols are 

prominent and easily seen.  
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All Saints Day and All Souls Day 
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Readings: Lectionary For Masses with Children, Catholic Book Publishing Co., New York,  NY, 1983 
Liturgy adapted for Children. 
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