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LOVE IS
OUR
MISSION



Introduction

In this packet, you will find many resources that will help your parish community prepare for the 8th

World Meeting of Families, which takes place in Philadelphia on September 22-27, 2015.  These 
resources will help everyone in your parish begin reflecting upon the beauty and joy of God’s plan for 
marriage and family life in anticipation of the teachings, activities, and celebrations at the World 
Meeting of Families event.  
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Liturgy and Prayer
The Universal Prayer
Please use these intentions regularly in your Sunday Mass celebrations.  These intentions fall under the 
first category “for the needs of the Church.” 

That as we prepare for the World Meeting of Families our own families and families across the world 
would be given the grace to put God at the center of their lives and learn from him the generous love 
that makes marriages strong and families fully alive.  Let us pray to the Lord.

That in anticipation of the World Meeting of Families each of our families would be given the grace to 
accept love as our mission, that we would be generous in our self-giving, patient with weaknesses, 
forgiving of injury and persevering in our efforts to love one another as Christ has loved us.  Let us pray 
to the Lord.

That during this time of preparation for the World Meeting of Families marriages would experience new 
life, the bonds of children and parents would be strengthened, those who have suffered divorce or 
widowhood would experience healing, and those living a single life would find friendship in Christ and in 
the community of the Church.  Let us pray to the Lord.

That in this time of grace in which we prepare for the World Meeting of Families all societies would 
recognize and protect the unique dignity of marriage and the family as the fundamental cell of human 
society and an irreplaceable source of human flourishing. Let us pray to the Lord.  

That as we prepare for the World Meeting of Families we may embrace our mission as love and glorify 
God by becoming a family fully alive in his grace.  That Christ would fashion our families into places of 
welcome to the stranger, the lonely, the brokenhearted, and the lost.  Let us pray to the Lord.  

Prayer for the World Meeting of Families
Please pray this prayer before all parish Masses and before parish meetings and events.  This prayer is 
not prayed during Mass.  

God and Father of us all,
in Jesus, your Son and our Savior, 
you have made us your sons and daughters 
in the family of the Church.

May your grace and love
help our families 
in every part of the world
be united to one another
in fidelity to the Gospel.

May the example of the Holy Family,
with the aid of your Holy Spirit,
guide all families, especially those most troubled,
to be homes of communion and prayer
and to always seek your truth and live in your love.
Through Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Jesus, Mary and Joseph, pray for us!



Holy Hour for the Family
Consider offering regular Holy Hours for the Family throughout the year of preparation for the World
Meeting of Families. The Holy Hours can be offered for different “family” intentions. Some possible
intentions include: married couples, children, grandparents, those who have been widowed, divorced
or separated, those who are single or living a celibate vocation, estranged families, the healing of
families, the unity of families, the World Meeting of Families event, love as the mission of the family,
the family as agent of the new evangelization, and the protection of marriage and family life.

Directions for Eucharistic exposition are found in the ritual book, Holy Communion and Worship of the 
Eucharist Outside Mass. 

Suggested Format for the Holy Hour

The Blessed Sacrament is exposed in the usual way with the hymn O Salutaris or another suitable hymn 
sung during the incensation.

Then follows a significant period of adoration.  

Evening Prayer from the Liturgy of the Hours or a Liturgy of the Word

After praying the regular intercessions, consider adding one or more of the 
suggested intentions found on the previous page under “Universal Prayer.” 

Benediction concludes the Liturgy of the Hours.  If there was a Liturgy of the Word, then there can be 
silence between this and Benediction.  The hymn Tantum Ergo or another suitable hymn is sung during 
the incensation. After Benediction, the Blessed Sacrament is reposed in the usual way with the Divine 
Praises or another suitable acclamation.  

Other variations/suggestions:

• It is also possible to pray the Rosary during the period of Exposition.  The Joyful Mysteries are 
particularly fitting as a prayer for the family. A Scriptural Rosary might also be beneficial as it offers 
contact with the Word of God and the events of the life of Christ.  The special intentions suggested 
in the Rosary for the Family section of this document can be used as a guide.

• Instead of the Liturgy of the Hours, the holy hour can be silent with occasional Scripture readings or 
hymns of adoration. Scriptures and hymns can be chosen based on the themes of marriage and 
family.



Rosary for the Family
Following the traditional form of the Rosary, these special intentions can be added to the individual 
decades.  The Joyful Mysteries of the Rosary are particularly fitting for these family-centered intentions.  
Pastors can ask their parish Rosary groups, adoration chapel visitors, and sick and homebound parishioners 
to take up these intentions whenever they pray the Rosary.  

Prayed as a family
Decade 1: For our marriage (Single parents:  For my personal holiness)
Decade 2: For our children
Decade 3: For our extended family
Decade 4: For those who have died in our family
Decade 5: For our family to grow in our mission of love and for the grace to become fully alive as a family

Prayed by a single person
Decade 1:  For my parents
Decade 2:  For my brothers and sisters
Decade 3:  For my extended family
Decade 4:  For those who have died in my family
Decade 5:  For my own vocation to holiness

Prayed in the parish or prayer group setting
Decade 1:  For married couples
Decade 2:  For parents and grandparents
Decade 3:  For children
Decade 4:  For those who are not married 
Decade 5:  That societies would protect and foster family life and recognize the unique dignity of the family 
as the fundamental cell of human society

Family Devotions
Devote some time this year to renewing among your parish families the practice of some the Church’s 
greatest treasures for family life.  These devotions have long been a source of grace over many centuries 
and they express God’s great love and closeness to each family and each home.

House Blessings
Priests and deacons of the parish can make themselves available to all families wishing to have their home 
blessed.  A catechesis on the significance of a house blessing should be offered.  

Enthronement of the Sacred Heart of Jesus
Families can hang an image of the Sacred Heart of Jesus (and the Immaculate Heart of Mary) in their home 
as a way of expressing Jesus Christ as the center of the family’s life.  Devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
brings many graces to individuals and families.  There are 12 promises of Jesus attached to this devotion, 
one of which is the grace of peace in the home.  The Sacred Heart Apostolate is prepared to help your 
parish families enthrone the Sacred Heart of Jesus in their home. To learn more, visit 
www.SacredHeartApostolate.com.

WMOF Patron Saints
Hand out to all parishioners blessed holy cards or medals with the images of the patron saints of the 8th

World Meeting of Families, Pope St. John Paul II and St. Gianna Beretta Molla.  Encourage families to place 
these images in a special place in their homes and to help their children get to know these two “saints of 
the family.”

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001tsLHxkjcXhAq5yEEuGmr0J4VbX3TD9vjmPzX-NYRd4HWo90dQV8QGPi6hkqWKK6ylRHBTYM8GD77JBv6OnRgE2Ppp5JMtr9vSxcdfQliWA1r14kMGIq_dJVhWvdIEzQkm4jdE58nt8A=


Parish Communications

Bulletin Announcements
Use these texts in your parish bulletin, newsletter, ministry updates, and parish email blast communications.

World Meeting of Families-Philadelphia 2015 – Save the Date!
Mark your family calendar for the 8th World Meeting of Families!  Philadelphia is proud to welcome families 
from around the world to this event on September 22-27, 2015.  Families can look forward to speakers, 
celebrations, activities for kids, and prayer, all of which will bring renewal and transformation for you, your 
loved ones, and the world.  Visit the official World Meeting of Families website at:  WorldMeeting2015.org to 
learn more and to sign up for regular updates on how you can participate.

World Meeting of Families-Philadelphia 2015 – Save the Date!
Join us for a once in a lifetime event at the World Meeting of Families in Philadelphia on September 22-27, 
2015.  The theme is “Love Is Our Mission:  The Family Fully Alive.”  Families from around the world will come 
together for prayer, speakers, celebrations, and activities for all ages.  All are welcome! Visit the official 
World Meeting of Families website at:  WorldMeeting2015.org to learn more and to sign up for regular 
updates on how you can participate.

Bulletin Inserts and Articles
A series of short bulletin reflections based on the content and themes of the WMOF Catechism Love is Our 
Mission is available from the website, http://worldmeeting2015.org/.  Please consider downloading these 
and making them available one at a time to your parishioners via your parish bulletin.

http://www.worldmeeting2015.org/
http://www.worldmeeting2015.org/
http://worldmeeting2015.org/


Parish Communications

Parish Facebook Page
Use the texts below as a post on your parish/ministry Facebook page.

Mark your family calendar for the 8th World Meeting of Families!  Philadelphia is proud to welcome families 
from around the world at this event on September 22-27, 2015.  Families can look forward to speakers, 
celebrations, activities for kids, and prayer, all of which will bring renewal and transformation for you, your 
loved ones, and the world.  Visit the official World Meeting of Families website at:  WorldMeeting2015.org to 
learn more and to sign up for regular updates on how you can participate.

[Your parish name here] Parish plans to attend the World Meeting of Families on September 22-27, 2015.  
Join us as we prepare for this once in a lifetime event in Philadelphia by reading the catechism Love is Our 
Mission found on the official website at:  WorldMeeting2015.org. On the site, sign up to receive regular e-
mail updates on how you can participate in this international event for families.

Parish Twitter Account
Regularly tweet these suggested texts to your followers on Twitter.

[Your Parish name here] Parish is attending the #WMF2015 in Philly Sept 22-27, 2015. Join 
us! WorldMeeting2015.org @WMF2015

[Your Parish here] Parish invites u to the once in a lifetime #WMF2015 in Philly, 9/22-27, 
2015. WorldMeeting2015.org @WMF2015

[Your Parish here] is reading the catechism Love is our Mission to prepare for #WMF2015.  Join us! 
WorldMeeting2015.org @WMF2015

Save the Date for 8th #WorldMeeting2015 in Philly, 9/22-27, Love is Our Mission: The Family Fully 
Alive WorldMeeting2015.org @WMF2015

Parish Website
Post this web banner to your home page and hyperlink it to:  http://www.worldmeeting2015.org/.  To 
request the .jpeg file, please email mcokeley@archphila.org. 

http://www.worldmeeting2015.org/
http://www.worldmeeting2015.org/
https://twitter.com/search?q=
http://worldmeeting2015.org/
https://twitter.com/WMF2015
https://twitter.com/search?q=
http://worldmeeting2015.org/
https://twitter.com/WMF2015
http://worldmeeting2015.org/
https://twitter.com/WMF2015
https://twitter.com/search?q=
http://worldmeeting2015.org/
https://twitter.com/WMF2015
http://www.worldmeeting2015.org/
mailto:mcokeley@archphila.org


Adult Faith Formation and Evangelization

Love is Our Mission: The Family Fully Alive Catechism
The Pontifical Council for the Family and the Archdiocese of Philadelphia have prepared a 10-chapter 
document called the Preparatory Catechesis summarizing what Catholics believe about human purpose, 
marriage, and the family. Each chapter is very readable and contains discussion questions at the close of each 
chapter. This “Love is Our Mission” catechism is available in e-book form or as a book from Our Sunday 
Visitor. Consider planning a 10-session study of this catechism with time for small group discussion. A 
companion study guide is also available from the website for elementary and high school age students. This 
can be brought into your school or religious education classes (PREP/CCD). 

Adult Faith Formation Curriculum
In addition to your parish study of the Love is Our Mission Catechism, incorporate into your adult faith 
formation curriculum other programs on topics related to marriage and the family.  There are many groups 
that offer marriage enrichment courses, retreat experiences for married or engaged couples, or study 
programs on marriage and family teachings.  For a list of suggested resources, please contact the Office for the 
New Evangelization:  mcokeley@archphila.org, 215-587-5630.

Study Groups on Other Church Documents related to Marriage and Family 
Form groups that will study some of the Church documents below related to marriage and family topics.

 Fatherhood:  
 Dives in Misericordia (John Paul II), on God the Father
 Redemptoris Custos (John Paul II), on St. Joseph

 Motherhood:  
 Mulieris Dignitatem (John Paul II), on the dignity and vocation of women
 Letter to Women (John Paul II)
 Redemptoris Mater (John Paul II), on Mary, the Mother of the Redeemer

 Marriage:  
 Casti Connubi (Pius XI), on Christian marriage 
 Humanae Vitae (Paul VI), on the transmission of human life

 Family:  
 Familiaris Consortio (John Paul II), on the Christian family in the modern world
 Charter of the Rights of the Family (Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith)
 Letter to the Elderly (John Paul II)
 Letter to Children (John Paul II)
 Letter to Families (John Paul II)

For these and other Church documents on these topics, visit http://www.foryourmarriage.org/catholic-
marriage/church-documents/ or http://w2.vatican.va/content/vatican/it.html.   

Door-to-Door Outreach
Consider engaging in a door-to-door evangelization effort in your parish boundaries, using materials from the 
World Meeting of Families website to invite all households to attend.  Remember, the World Meeting of 
Families is for all families, Catholic and non-Catholic!  This is an excellent way to make contact with the people 
in your neighborhood and offer them a friendly invitation to this international event.  Materials can be found 
at: http://worldmeeting2015.org/. 

mailto:mcokeley@archphila.org
http://www.foryourmarriage.org/catholic-marriage/church-documents/
http://w2.vatican.va/content/vatican/it.html
http://worldmeeting2015.org/


10 Monthly Themes
The 10 months prior to the World Meeting of Families have been assigned 10 themes based the 10 chapters of
the Preparatory Catechesis Love is Our Mission: The Family Fully Alive. Develop creative ways to highlight
these themes each month in your parish, school or organization.

November 2014: Created for Joy
We are more than an accident of evolution. We are greater than the sum of our biology. God exists. He is
good. He loves us. He made us in his image to share in his joy. He takes an active hand in our lives. He sent his
only Son to restore our dignity and lead us home to him.

December 2014: The Mission of Love
God works through us. We have a mission. We are in the world for a purpose — to receive God’s love and to
show God’s love to others. God seeks to heal a broken universe. He asks us to be his witnesses and helpers in
that work.

January 2015: The Meaning of Human Sexuality
The tangible, earthly, corporeal world is more than inert matter or modeling clay for the human will. Creation
is sacred. It has sacramental meaning. It reflects God’s glory. That includes our bodies. Our sexuality has the
power to procreate, and shares in the dignity of being created in the image of God. We need to live
accordingly.

February 2015: Two Become One
We are not made to be alone. Human beings need and complete each other. Friendship and community
satisfy that longing with bonds of common interest and love. Marriage is a uniquely intimate form of
friendship that calls a man and a woman to love each other in the manner of God’s covenant. Marriage is a
Sacrament. Married love is fruitful and offered without reservation. This love is in the image of Jesus’s
faithfulness to the Church.

March 2015: Creating the Future
Marriage is meant to be fertile and welcome new life. Children shape the future, just as they themselves are
shaped in their families. Without children, there can be no future. Children reared with love and guidance are
the foundation for a loving future. Wounded children portend a wounded future. Families are the bedrock for
all larger communities. Families are domestic churches, places where parents help children discover that God
loves them and has a plan for each child’s life.

April 2015: All Love Bears Fruit
Not everyone is called to marriage. But every life is meant to be fertile. Every life has the power and the need
to nurture new life — if not through bearing and raising children, then through other vital forms of self-giving,
building and service. The Church is an extended family of different vocations, each distinct but each needing
and supporting the others. Priesthood, religious life and the celibate lay vocation to enrich, and are enriched
by, the witness of the married state. The different ways of being chaste and celibate outside of marriage are
ways of donating one’s life to God’s service and the human community.



10 Monthly Themes (cont’d)

May 2015: Light in a Dark World
At its best, the family is a school of love, justice, compassion, forgiveness, mutual respect, patience and
humility in the midst of a world darkened by selfishness and conflict. In these ways, the family teaches what it
means to be human. However, many temptations arise which try to coax us into forgetting that male and
female are created for covenant and communion. For example, poverty, affluence, pornography,
contraception, philosophical and other intellectual mistakes can all create contexts that challenge or threaten
healthy family life. The Church resists these things for the sake of protecting the family.

June 2015: A Home for the Wounded Heart
Many people, especially today, face painful situations resulting from poverty, disability, illness and addictions,
unemployment, and the loneliness of advanced age. But divorce and same-sex attraction impact the life of the
family in different but powerful ways. Christian families and networks of families should be sources of mercy,
safety, friendship and support for those struggling with these issues.

July 2015: Mother, Teacher, Family: The Nature and Role of the Church
The Church has institutional forms because she must work in the world. But that does not exhaust her
essence. The Church is the Bride of Christ, a “she,” not an “it.” In the words of Saint John XXIII, she is our
mother and teacher, our comforter and guide, our family of faith. Even when her people and leaders sin, we
still need the Church’s wisdom, Sacraments, support and proclamation of the truth, because she is the body of
Jesus himself in the world; the family of God’s people writ large.

August 2015: Choosing Life
God made us for a reason. His love is our life mission. This mission enables us to find our true identity. If we
choose to embrace this mission, we will have a new perspective on many issues, not just the family. To live the
mission of the domestic church means that Catholic families will sometimes live as minorities, with different
values than their surrounding culture. Our mission of love will require courage and fortitude. Jesus is calling,
and we can respond, choosing lives of faith, hope, charity, joy, service, and mission.



Other Ways to Prepare
1. The ten chapters in the Love is Our Mission Catechism can be presented to your parish in various ways.  A 
parish discussion group could take one chapter per week over ten weeks or ten months. Or the chapters could 
also be organized into a five-week Advent or Lenten study group. 

2. Offer programs for youth on sexuality and marriage. Consider the material prepared by the Nashville 
Dominicans that adapts the adult Preparatory Catechesis Love is Our Mission created for this meeting for 
middle or high school age children. Other programs include Theology of the Body for Teens, published by 
Ascension Press, YDisciple True Strength and True Beauty programs by the Augustine Institute, and Girl Genius 
and True Beauty Revealed programs by Endow.

3. Sponsor family game nights, family service projects, or family movie nights that bring families together in 
the parish context. 

4. Create a “prayer rota” so that between now and September 2015, every family in your parish gets prayed 
for by the rest of your parish. For example, have two or three different families/households mentioned by 
name every day at daily Mass or in the parish bulletin.

5. Organize an event that celebrates the unique gifts of the families of your parish.  Invite families to provide 
food or entertainment that represents their ethnic background.  

6. After you’ve finished a parish study of the Love is Our Mission Catechism, consider an additional parish “one 
book” program.  A comprehensive book list on marriage and family topics can be found on the USCCB “For 
Your Marriage” website under the Book of the Month Club:  www.foryourmarriage.org/marriage-
resources/news-blogs/book-of-the-month/.  

7. Encourage teens and families to make and share on social media short informal videos of how families in 
your parish practice their devotions: bedtime prayers, grace before meals, Advent or Lent traditions, etc. 

8. Organize a “show and tell” night for parents in your parish to share their favorite spiritual books for children 
and ideas for devotions with children. Often these events work well early in Advent, when parents are looking 
for ways to start traditions with young children and help make Christmas spiritually significant for everyone.

9. Encourage your parishioners to visit shrines devoted to the WMOF Patron Saints, John Paul II and Gianna 
Beretta Molla. If you are near PA, plan a parish trip to the Shrine of St. Gianna Beretta Molla in Warminster 
(www.saintgianna.org) or the Shrine of Our Lady of Czestochowa in Doylestown in honor of Pope St. John Paul 
II (www.czestochowa.us). 

10.  If your parish hosts an annual carnival, set up a booth with materials from the World Meeting of Families 
website to invite attendees to the event.  Include on the table holy cards of Pope St. John Paul II and St. 
Gianna as well as helpful marriage and family pamphlets such as those available through Our Sunday Visitor:  
https://www.osvparish.com/Shop/Pamphlets.aspx.  

http://www.foryourmarriage.org/marriage-resources/news-blogs/book-of-the-month/
http://www.saintgianna.org/
http://www.czestochowa.us/
https://www.osvparish.com/Shop/Pamphlets.aspx
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