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December 30, 2011 (#54)

OUR SYMPATHY TO FATHER WAYNE LOBSINGER whose grandmother Monica Fisher died on
December 26th. She had been seriously ill over the past several months. The funeral will be on Saturday
morning at Blessed Sacrament Parish in Kitchener. We offer our prayers for her repose and the consolation
of the entire Lobsinger family.
HAPPY 2012 TO ONE AND ALL! On behalf of the Episcopal Board and Chancery Staff, I extend
greetings and good wishes to Priests, Sisters, Brothers, Deacons and parishioners throughout the Diocese!
May each one experience the blessings of good health and happiness!
ON SUNDAY, JANUARY 1st, 2012, AN HISTORIC EVENT WILL TAKE PLACE in the Cathedral
of Christ the King. Eleven people will be received into the Roman Catholic Church under the provisions of
Anglicanorum Coetibus, issued by Pope Benedict XVI, in 2009. In order to explain the event and its
significance I have prepared the following letter for your information and interest:
Kitchener-Waterloo Anglicans received into the Full Communion of the Catholic Church
Dear Friends in Christ,
“For many years, groups of Anglicans repeatedly asked the Pope if it would be possible for them to
become Catholics, while at the same time being allowed to keep their liturgical, musical, spiritual, and
pastoral traditions, which had developed over the 500-year history of Anglicanism, and which they greatly
valued. In November of 2009, in response to these requests, the Holy See, through the Apostolic
Constitution Anglicanorum Coetibus (“Groups of Anglicans”) and its accompanying norms, established a
new structure within the Catholic Church to allow Anglicans who become Catholics to do just that.”
(Archbishop Thomas Collins, Toronto)
Within our Diocese of Hamilton, a small group of Anglicans has been meeting in the Kitchener-Waterloo
area since 1996 in a community know as St. Edmund’s Anglican Catholic Church. This group of Anglicans
has indicated their desire to be received into the Full Communion of the Catholic Church under the terms of
Anglicanorum Coetibus. For several months they have been preparing for this by prayer and a period of
instruction based on the Catechism of the Catholic Church.
On January 1st, 2012, the Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God, in the Cathedral of Christ the King, I, as
Bishop of Hamilton, will receive these men and women into the Full Communion of the Catholic Church
by the Profession of Faith and the Sacraments of Confirmation and Eucharist. The Mass will be celebrated
according to the Anglican Use – a fully-authorized Catholic liturgy that maintains distinctive elements of
the Anglican heritage of language, music, tradition and spirituality.
From January 1st, these newly-received will be known as the Sodality of St. Edmund, King and Martyr, and
will continue as an Anglican Use community within the Diocese of Hamilton. They will, in due time,
become part of the Personal Ordinariate that is being erected in the United States. Until then, they will be
served by Fr. William Foote as Chaplain.
As Catholics, the members of the Sodality of St. Edmund will be subject to the Code of Canon Law and
will fully embrace the teaching of the Catechism of the Catholic Church. We welcome them into the
Roman Catholic Church, pray for them, and invite them to pray for us.

Our Lady of the Annunciation, pray for us!

Ex corde,

Douglas, OMI
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