
	  

 

What is The Rite of Election? 

The second step in Christian initiation is the liturgical rite called both the Rite of Election 
and Enrollment of Names. It closes the period of the catechumenate proper and is 
celebrated on or around the First Sunday of Lent at the Cathedral of the Diocese with the 
Bishop presiding whenever possible. On the basis of the testimony of godparents and 
catechists, and of the catechumens’ reaffirmation of their intention, the Church judges 
their state of readiness. 

This step is called election because the acceptance made by the Church is founded on the 
election by God, in whose name the Church acts. 

The step is also called the enrollment of names as a pledge of fidelity, the candidates 
inscribe their names in the Book of the Elect that lists those who have been chosen for 
initiation. 

The election is the focal point of the Church’s concern for the catechumens. Admission 
to election belongs to the Bishop. 

From the day of their selection and admission, the catechumens are called “the elect.” 
They are also described as competentes (“co-petitioners”) because they are asking to 
receive the sacraments of Christ and the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

Who Participates in the Rite of Election? 

Catechumens participate in the Rite of Election. A Catechumen is any unbaptized person 
who will receive the Rite of Christian Initiation at Easter. Following the Rite of 
Election, they will no longer be referred to as Catechumens but as Elect. 

Baptized Catholics beyond Grade 7 who wish to complete their initiation and baptized 
Christians who desire to enter into full communion of the Catholic Church are referred 
to as “candidates.” Respecting the dignity of their baptism, in that they are already 
members of the Body of Christ, they celebrate The Rite of Calling Candidates to Lenten 
Renewal within their parish community. 

	  



	  

 
 
 
 

Celebrating the Rite of Election 
• We ask all participants to arrive at either the Basilica of Our Lady Immaculate or the 

Cathedral Basilica of Christ the King (depending upon which Liturgy the Catechumen 
will participate) between 1:00 and 1:15 P.M., and no less than fifteen (15) minutes 
prior to the start of the Liturgy to allow time for seating. 

• Each parish will have reserved pews for Catechumens, Godparents and RCIA team 
members.  Family and friends may sit with the Catechumens assuming there is 
sufficient available pew space. In the event that there is not, we ask family and friends 
to sit in the non reserved pews. 

• Upon arrival at the Basilica or Basilica Cathedral, one RCIA team member from each 
parish will coordinate the names of the catechumens ensuring everyone is recognized 
and no one is forgotten as well as other necessary steps during the Liturgy. 
 

Ritual Details 
Download 2020 Worship Aid (available at the time of Liturgy) 

• After the proclamation of the Gospel, before the Homily, after being invited, parishes 
will present the Catechumens to Bishop Crosby. Catechumens and Godparents will 
stand in their pews when called. 

• After the Homily, called in an order, Catechumens and Godparents will proceed from 
their pews to the Book of the Elect and inscribe their name into the Book of the Elect. 

• Upon completion of the Enrollment of Names into the Book of the Elect, Bishop 
Crosby admits the Elect. 

• Led by Bishop Crosby, the Church prays for the Elect. 
• After the Recessional Hymn, all depart. 
• Bishop Crosby will be available for pictures after the Liturgy. 

 

Questions 
Please contact Deacon John Moss at the Diocese of Hamilton should the parish RCIA 
team have questions. 


