
ASH WEDNESDAY 
Introductory Rites 

LITURGICAL COLOUR: PURPLE 

SIGN OF THE CROSS 

 All make the sign of the cross, as the leader of Prayer says: 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, 

† and of the Holy Spirit. 

 All respond: Amen. 

GREETING 
 The leader of Prayer says: 

Blessed be God, 

Who has reconciled us through Christ 

and calls us to new life by his grace. 

Bless the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. 

All respond: Blessed be God forever. 

OPENING PRAYER 

Let us pray. 

 A period of silent Prayer follows. 

Grant us, Lord, the grace 

to begin this time of Christian service with a holy fast 

that, as we struggle against the spirit of evil, 

we may be strengthened by the practice of self-disipline. 

We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

God, forever and ever. 

 



LITURGY OF THE WORD 

Lectionary #219, page 112 

First Reading     Joel 2.12-18 

Responsorial Psalm    Psalm 51 

Second Reading     2 Corinthians 5.20-6.2 

Gospel      Matthew 6.16, 16-18 

PRAYER OVER THE ASHES 

Invitation: After the Gospel and reflection, the leader of Prayer addresses the people in these 

or similar words. 

Dear friends, 

let us implore God our Father 

to renew us in spirit 

as these ashes are placed on our heads 

as a sign of repentance. 

 Prayer: All pause for silent Prayer, then the leader of Prayer says the collet: 

Lord,  

You do not wish sinners to die 

but to turn to you and live. 

In your goodness hear our Prayer: 

pour out your blessing on these ashes, 

which we place on our heads to remind us 

that we are dust and unto dust we hall return. 

Grant by our faithful observance of Lent 

we may gain pardon for our sins 

and newness of life 

in the image of your risen Son. 

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 The ashes may be sprinkled with holy water in silence. 



DISTRIBUTION OF ASHES 

 Then the leader of Prayer place ashes on those who come forward, saying to each: 

Turn away from sin and be faithful to the gospel. 

or 

Remember, mortal, you are dust, and to dust, you will return. 

 After the distribution of ashes, the leader of Prayer washes her/his hands. 

GENERAL INTERCESSIONS 

Leader of Prayer then offers the following or similar petitions:  

We bear on our foreheads the sign of our repentance. Let us open our 

hearts to God’s mercy. 

The response is: Lord, hear our Prayer. R./ 

That the church proclaims God's love and mercy 

to the world. 

We pray to the Lord. R./ 

That all believers bear humble witness to the gospel 

through Prayer, sacrifice, and service to others. 

We pray to the Lord. R./ 

That the lost, seeking, and discouraged, find direction, 

hope, and healing. 

We pray to the Lord. R./ 

That our Lenten disciplines renew us to be  

better disciples of Christ. 

We pray to the Lord. R./ 

That the sick and those who are soon to die 

find healing and hope. 

We pray to the Lord. R./ 

 



Merciful God, 

you long for the repentant sinner. 

You reach out to the lost 

in the tangle of the world's vices. 

We seek to live in your love, 

yet sin has blocked our path. 

Help us to remove whatever keeps us from you 

and sustain us as we prepare for our Lenten journey. 

Through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

OUR FATHER 

Now, let us pray the words that Jesus taught us: 

Our Father … 

CLOSING PRAYER, 

May Almighty God bless us, 

keep us from all evil  

and bring us to everlasting life. 

DISMISSAL 

Let us go in the peace of Christ. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


