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INTRODUCTION 
SEPTEMBER 2021 
 
The new school year offers us an opportunity to reflect upon our personal, professional and spiritual 
growth and to set some new goals. 
 
The theme chosen for the upcoming 2022 Catholic Education Week is: 
 
Catholic Education: Rebuild, Restore, Renew Together 
L’éducation catholique: Rebâtir, Rétablir, Renouveller Ensemble 
 
Catholic Education Week is held each year in May in our 29 Ontario Catholic school boards. It will run 
from May 1 – May 6, 2022. 
 
The theme for Catholic Education Week 2022, Rebuild, Restore, Renew Together, was inspired by the 
following considerations: 
 

Ø   In the face of the continuing reality of the COVID-19 pandemic, a strong desire by the planning 
committee, and supported by feedback from the survey, the themes for Catholic Education 
Weeks 2020 and 2021, were Igniting Hope and Nurturing Hope, and all we know for certain is 
that there will be much to Rebuild, Restore and Renew together in 2022. 

Ø   The challenges to personal and spiritual well-being posed by the uncertainty and physical 
isolation of the current global crisis makes the timing and the concerns of Mental Health Week, 
which takes place during the same week as Catholic Education Week, all the more relevant. 

Ø   Ongoing recognition of the Truth & Reconciliation Commission and the relevance of 
Indigenous culture and spirituality will continue to move us forward. 

Ø   The Ministry of Education’s focus on Inclusion and Equity resonates with all educators and 
administrators as we desire to serve all of God’s children and Pope Francis’ encyclical entitled, 
Fratelli Tutti, will guide us in this good work. 

 
At this time, we felt it was important to celebrate the good work and hope of Catholic education now and 
in the future. 
 
A big thank you to the consultants from eight of our English and French Catholic boards who worked 
together to craft the 2022 Catholic Education Week theme and sub-themes. These writers will also be 
producing resources for our Catholic school boards for Advent and for Catholic Education Week in May 
2022. 
 
The sub-themes for Catholic Education Week 2022 are as follows: 
 

Monday: Rediscover  /  Redécouvrir 
 

Tuesday: Rebuild  /  Rebâtir 
 

Wednesday: Restore  /  Rétablir 
 

Thursday: Renew  /  Renouveller 
 

Friday:  Rejoice  /  Se réjouir 
  



Overall Theme Prayer for Catholic Education Week 2022 
 
Catholic Education Week Prayer 
 
God of grace, 
help us to rediscover how to be side by side 
in rebuilding our communities of faith and learning. 
Help us restore harmony and balance in our relationships, 
and renew our desire to approach challenges confidently and with peaceful hearts. 
May we always rejoice in recognizing the blessings our lives hold. 
Amen. + 
 
 
Prière pour la semaine de l’éducation catholique 
 
Dieu de grâce, 
aide-nous à redécouvrir comment vivre les uns avec les autres, 
afin de rebâtir nos communautés de foi et d’apprentissage. 
Aide-nous à rétablir l’équilibre et l’harmonie dans nos relations 
et viens renouveler notre volonté d’aborder les défis avec confiance et un cœur paisible. 
Puissions-nous toujours nous réjouir en reconnaissant ta bonté dans notre vie. 
Amen. + 



PRAYERS FOR THE FIRST WEEK OF SCHOOL, ELEMENTARY – SEPTEMBER 2021 
 
Rediscover – Redécouvrir 
 
Loving God, 
We come back to school with much excitement and confidence. 
It has been a long time since we have sat in our classrooms with our classmates and teachers. 
May this year have fewer disruptions so we can rediscover how to learn together, face to face and side by side. 
Remind us to be patient and kind to one another in our classes, in the hallways, and on the playgrounds. 
Amen. 
 
Rebuild – Rebâtir 
 
Jesus, brother and friend, 
Be with us as we rebuild our Catholic learning community together. 
In the last couple of years, we have been connected and disconnected and reconnected. 
May we have time in these next few weeks to rebuild our friendships, and begin new ones. 
May we form a close bond with our teachers and our classmates. 
May we learn, grow, and have fun together. 
Amen. 
 
Restore – Rétablir 
 
God of grace and love, 
We thank you for the opportunities awaiting us this year, the fresh starts, the new beginnings, the chances to 
reconnect. 
Help us to make good choices this year as we learn to be together again. 
Restore balance and peace in our school community. 
Guide us in word and action to welcome, value, and celebrate all members of this community as your beloved 
children. 
Remind us to always walk in your light, with hope in the goodness of our community. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Renew – Renouveller 
 
Loving God, 
With every rising of the sun, you invite us to newness and healing. 
Thank you for the gift of a new day and a new chance to renew our hearts in hope for a bright future and a strong 
community. 
We ask that you also renew our spirits, so that we may work to bring kindness to our friends, families, and 
school community. 
We make this prayer in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 
 
Rejoice – Se réjouir 
 
God of all goodness, 
We rejoice in these first days of school because we know that we belong to you. 
Open our eyes to see the beauty of your world around us, in each other, and in all of creation. 
Help us to rejoice and celebrate what makes each of us so special to you. 
Glory to you, Lord our Creator, source of wonder and joy! 
Amen. 



PRAYERS FOR THE FIRST WEEK OF SCHOOL, SECONDARY – SEPTEMBER 2021 
 
Rediscover – Redécouvrir 
 
God of grace and goodness, 
This return to school is welcomed and we hope that our days will be free from disruptions. 
Guide us as we rediscover how to negotiate classes, homework, activities and relationships. 
For our new students and staff, nudge us to be welcoming. 
May the year ahead be calm and peaceful. 
Amen. 
 
Rebuild – Rebâtir 
 
Jesus, brother and friend, 
It is good for us to remember that you walk alongside us this year. 
As we rebuild our school lives, remind us that four years can fly by, and being involved gives these years 
purpose and joy. 
We will all benefit if we participate in rebuilding the new “normal” of post-COVID school life. 
We all have our part to play. 
Amen. 
 
Restore – Rétablir 
 
Lord Jesus, master teacher and saviour, 
Guide us to lead and serve the poor, vulnerable, and one another, in your image and likeness. 
Give us the courage and strength to restore and reconcile relationships that need care and healing, and nurture us 
to Rebuild, Restore and Renew Together, now and always. 
For this, we ask your blessings. 
Amen. 
 
Renew – Renouveller 
 
God of all people, 
Despite the challenges that we have faced in the past two years, we come together in hope and joy to learn and 
grow in community. 
Renew our spirits with courage and perseverance, that we may see this time of awakening as a chance to stand 
for justice and love. 
We thank you for the gift of each new day and the chance to renew our sense of community. 
We make this prayer in the name of Jesus, who walks with all people. 
Amen. 
 
Rejoice – Se réjouir 
 
God of every day and hour, of every week and month, 
We rejoice in these first days of this school year, because we know we are YOURS… 
Your beloved and gifted children, whom you cherish and bless. 
Open our eyes to rejoice at the beauty of your world all around us, in the wonderful diversity of our human 
family, and in all the amazing ways you speak to us in Creation. 
Help us to rejoice in those who journey with us, and may we rejoice in the uniqueness that makes each of us so 
special in your eyes. 
Glory to you, Lord our Creator, source of wonder and joy! 
Amen. 
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