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Our hand to our head to show our love for you with all our mind.
Our hand to our chest to show our love for you with all our heart.
Our hand from side to side to show our love for you 
with our whole soul and strength.

Let us pray:
Jesus, as we start a new school year, we think about our baptism. 
Make us temples of the Holy Spirit filled with the seven gifts:
May our eyes see all things with the gift of wisdom.
May our minds have the gift of understanding.
May our hearts have the gift of fortitude.
May our mouths speak or be silent with the gift of knowledge.
May our feet follow your will with the gift of counsel.
May our knees bend in reverence with the gift of fear of the Lord.
May our folded hands bring consolation in prayer with the gift of piety.
Amen.

A parent /  leader makes the motion of the Sign of the Cross 
and encourages others to do the same:

Let the Sign of the Cross we make declare our love for you:

A parent /  leader gathers the family or  group of individuals
and opens with the fol lowing prayer:  

OPENING PRAYER

"Then I, John, saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven
and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. And I
saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from
God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud
voice from the throne saying, “See, the home of God is among mortals.
He will dwell with them as their God; they will be his peoples, and God
himself will be with them; he will wipe every tear from their eyes. Death
will be no more; mourning and crying and pain will be no more, for the
first things have passed away.” And the one who was seated on the
throne said, “See, I am making all things new.”" 

A parent /  leader reads the fol lowing scripture or may
designate i t  to another person who is able to proclaim it.

Revelation 21:1-4  Behold,  the home of God is among his
people.

SCRIPTURE

Where do you see God living in our home/classroom?

How can we invite God into our new school year? 

How can we be praying for one another as we begin 
a new school year?

Parents /  leaders may wish to use these or other appropriate
questions to discuss with the children.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
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A parent /  leader begins with the fol lowing and informs
the children that the response is:  "Lord,  hear our prayer."

INTERCESSIONS

Many in our community and world hunger for food, shelter, comfort in
sorrow, healing, and reconciliation. We now turn to God and pray that
their deepest desires be satisfied.  We pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our
prayer.

That the Church and her leaders will continue to uphold the sanctity of
the human family, we pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer.

That farmers and all who work to provide food will be blessed as they
provide resources that will feed the hungry, we pray to the Lord. Lord,
hear our prayer.

That young people who begin or return to school be blessed and enriched
in mind, body and spirit, we pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer.

That teachers and support staff see the power of God acting through
them, we pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer.

That the sick will be comforted, particularly those who suffer from
COVID-19, we pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer.

That the dead, especially those who have died from COVID-19 will know
the eternal love of God in heaven, we pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our
prayer.

Lord God, you are the giver of every good gift. Listen to the prayer of your
faithful people. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

A parent /  leader concludes intercessions with the fol lowing:

A parent /  leader invites the children /  group to pray:  

THE OUR FATHER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name …

A parent /  leader invites the children /  group to pray:  

PRAYER AT THE BEGINNING OF A

SCHOOL YEAR / SEMESTER / TERM

God of wisdom and might,
we praise you for the wonders of our being,
for mind, body, and spirit.
Be with our children as they begin a new school year.
Bless them and their teachers and staff.
Give them strength and grace as their bodies grow;
wisdom and knowledge to their minds as they search for understanding;
and peace and zeal to their spirits.
We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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