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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ in the Hamilton Diocese, 

A recent Supreme Court of Canada decision has given the right in law for physicians to bring 
about a person’s death by euthanasia and assisted suicide.  The Canadian government is now 
responsible for setting the criteria for a new law, one which will allow euthanasia and assisted 
suicide for both physical and psychological suffering.   The citizens of this country are right to be 
fearful that such a law will lack objective standards to protect vulnerable people: and everyone 
suffering from serious physical or mental illness is vulnerable.  

Pro-euthanasia advocates frame their argument in terms of compassion, which is why the 
vocabulary of “assisted death” is often used – it is more acceptable to people than “assisted 
suicide.”  But advocates of euthanasia propose a false compassion that no “re-branding” can hide.  
Our Christian faith calls us to empathy and kindness toward those facing physical or 
psychological illness: true compassion always respects a person’s human dignity and is 
ministered through acts of love and service.  Our Lord’s tenderness toward the sick and the 
suffering serves as our model here.  We must never abandon someone who needs our love and 
support.  True love for those who are dying calls for a commitment to excellence in palliative 
care. 

In March of this year Pope Francis addressed the very issue of assisted death by saying we must 
honour every person.   He emphasized that “to honor today means respecting and taking care of 
those who, because of their physical or social condition, could be left to die or even made to 
die.”  In his statement announcing the Year of Mercy, Pope Francis urges people to be close to 
those who are suffering “so they can feel the warmth of our presence, our friendship and our 
fraternity.” It is a clear call to action directed at each of us. 

It is often claimed that euthanasia and assisted suicide will only occur in the last few days of life 
when a seriously ill person has given consent but the experience of other countries proves 
otherwise.   Alex Schadenburg, an expert in the area of euthanasia  debunks  that  common  myth.   
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He writes:   “Assisted death creates new paths of abuse for elders, for people with disabilities and 
for other socially devalued people. Depression, in particular, is common for people with 
significant health conditions. Assisted suicide represents an abandonment of people who live with 
depression who require support and proper care, and undermines important mental health and 
suicide prevention programs. Giving doctors the right, in law, to cause the death of their patients 
will never be safe and no amount of so-called “safeguards” will protect those who live with 
depression or abuse.  There will always be people who will abuse the power to cause death and 
there will always be more reasons to cause death.” 

Now is the time for all of us to look with clear vision on what this new law may mean to the 
people of Canada, both today and in the future.  We must speak up as citizens and as Catholics to 
remind the government that the protection of life is the most essential component of any new 
legislation.  Silence gives consent, and therefore we must not be silent. 

The Canadian government has appointed an expert panel to examine the Supreme Court of 
Canada assisted suicide decision, with the intent of consulting individuals and groups.  The input 
gathered will be used to make recommendations about options for assisted suicide legislation. I 
encourage every person in the Diocese to be part of this process by registering to receive 
consultation updates from the official website.  The information on how to access this site will be 
found in your bulletin and on the website of the Diocese of Hamilton. Take the time to be 
informed and to raise your voice in defense of the dying and vulnerable. 

Every person that lives is worthy of our protection and love.  Sometimes living is a struggle, but 
we are called to meet each person in their time of need with support and true compassion. We 
must protect the most vulnerable and seek to build a world where respect, dignity and peace are 
the right of every human person.  This is an important issue for all of us.  Please engage with the 
consultation process to help ensure respect for life and true compassion for the terminally ill. 

Sincerely in Christ and Mary Immaculate, 
 

+Douglas Crosby, OMI 
 
(Most Rev.) Douglas Crosby, OMI 
Bishop of Hamilton 
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